Williamwood Parish Church

Newsletter June 2026

A message from David:

‘Summertime, and the living is easy’. But is it? The
recent mini heatwave has made us think about climate change, and it’s not for
everyone to go out and sunbathe (I for one am a true Scot, and like it cool!).

| hope that those who are able may enjoy a break from the normal routine, and
perhaps be able to travel with family or friends, or travel to see family
members in distant places.

No matter the season, there are people who struggle with everyday life. Please think
of families where the summer brings extra pressures, whether it’s financial stress, or
juggling work with childcare; not to mention families who can’t afford a holiday but try
their best to keep their children happy and safe. And for some people it can be a
lonely time of year, if their groups aren’t meeting, and their circle of friends or family
are away. Let’s pray that no-one feels isolated or forgotten.

The summer can also be a quieter time in church life, when some organisations take
a well-earned break. We wish them a good rest time, remembering that they may
already be planning next year’s syllabus!

Although groups may take a break, the work of the church goes on. Please
remember our Nominating Committee as they look for the right person to be the next
minister.

| will be away in July with my family, but I'm pleased that you’ll be in very good
hands.
Below is the list of visiting preachers, we look forward to welcoming them.

Summer holidays, and travelling, makes me think of the hymn ‘The Day Thou
Gavest’. Writer John Ellerton imagines the sun rising and setting round the world:

‘We thank you that your Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onward into light,

through all the world her watch is keeping,
nor rests from worship day or night.

As o’er each continent and island

the dawn leads on another day,

the voice of prayer is never silent,

nor dies the song of praise away.’

May prayer and praise surround you this summertime, and always.

Your Locum and friend, David.



Guest preachers:

7" July Mark Gordon (Boys’ Brigade Captain)
12™ July Rev Eric McLachlan

19th July. Rev Joe Kavanagh

26th July Rev Neil Watson (Interim Moderator)

Congregational Roll
It is with sadness we announce the death of Stewart Martin on 07.05.2026

On the sad passing of Stewart, Lorna and family wish to
thank everyone for their Sympathy Cards, condolences,
flowers and prayers which meant so much.

We are very grateful to the Elders and those who helped
and supported us on the day of the funeral.

Our appreciation also goes to the Minister, Revd. Dr. David
J Graham, for his kind visits to Stewart and for conducting
the Funeral Service.

Guild News

The afternoon tea arranged by the Guild at the
Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice in
Bellahouston Park in May was enjoyed by everyone
who attended.

We say thank you to members of the congregation
and friends who joined us.

As previously intimated the main Guild fundraising
event of the year will be held in the large hall on
Saturday 4th July when we are having a Coffee
Afternoon from 2pm to 4pm. If you would like to join us, tickets priced £5.00

are now available. Please speak to any Guild member. Payment can be

made at the door on the day. If anyone can donate any items of baking

we would be grateful.

We will also be having a raffle of hampers with either tasty items for eating and
drinking or toiletries. If you would be willing to donate any items for the raffle it would
be greatly appreciated.

Donations could be given to any Guild member or brought to the church
vestibule on 21st or 28th June. There will be a box in the vestibule clearly marked
“Guild Hamper Donations”.

We do hope that you will come along and support our coffee afternoon.

As | am writing this article the sun is shining and the temperature is rising. |

hope that is a sign of the weather to come over the summer.

Enjoy the summer break.

Evelyn Graham,
Convenor
Williamwood Church Guild.



During the summer, the get togethers at Rouken Glen Garden
Centre will be at 10.30 am on:

Tuesday 2nd June,

Tuesday 7th July and

Tuesday 4th August.

As usual, all welcome so please come along for an hour or so
of fellowship and chat.

Afternoon Tea at Broom Parish Church on Saturday 8th August at 2pm in aid of
Mtende Community Project.

There will be a presentation from Fiona Gunning on the work of the charity over the
last year.

Tickets £10 available from Fiona Gunning includes tea, coffee, sandwiches and
home baking.

There will be a raffle and sales table, all donations will be gratefully received.

Thank you to everyone who supported the fundraising events
® during Christian Aid Week last month.

The Coffee Day at Anne’s house, as well as being a very nice social occasion, raised
£1,074 — a magnificent sum. Many thanks to all those who gave so generously of
their time, talents and money to make this possible, including those who could not be
there but donated.

The “Coffee after Church” on the Sunday of Christian Aid Week raised £105. This
included the sale of unsold baking from the previous day's Coffee Day.

The donations made via the offering plate on Sunday mornings came to £253.

Overall, an amazing total of £1,432 and our heartfelt thanks to everyone for their
generosity.

Some members may also have donated online via Christian Aid’s website, and we
thank them as well.

We really do appreciate all the support. This money, as well as the amounts raised
by the other Churches on the Clarkston Committee, will be well used by Christian Aid
wherever in the world it is needed most through the projects they support as well as
responding to emergency situations which arise.

Anne Clark & Ross McGhee,
Christian Aid Representatives



79th Glasgow Scout Group — Linn Park Visit & 85th
Anniversary Celebrations

As part of our 85th Anniversary celebrations, members
from the 79th Glasgow Scout Group recently enjoyed an

S t evening of outdoor activities and volunteering in Linn Park
Cou S alongside the Friends of Linn Park and Wild School Forest

79th Glasgow School.

r\Qn
O

Each section took part in activities aimed at supporting the
fantastic work being carried out within the park while also enjoying the outdoors
together. Our Beavers explored the natural play area and mini orchard near the
stables, taking part in nature activities, planting and games.

The Cubs learned about how the meadow area is carefully managed to support a
natural environment for plants, insects and animals, as well as the best conditions
needed for wildflowers to grow. They planted wildflower seedlings in the meadow,
checked on the progress of carrot seedlings growing in the raised beds, took part in
litter picking and wide games, before later enjoying s’mores around the campfire with
the rest of the group.

Meanwhile, our Scouts carried out a litter pick and helped tackle invasive Himalayan
balsam along the riverbank, helping to protect the local environment and wildlife within
the park.

The evening finished with all sections coming together at the polytunnels for a campfire
led by Wild School Forest School. It was a fantastic opportunity for young people,
leaders and volunteers to come together as one group and celebrate the brilliant work
completed throughout the evening.

We would like to thank the Friends of Linn Park and Wild School Forest School for
their support and for helping make the evening such a success.

Looking ahead, excitement is now building for our upcoming 85th Birthday Celebration
Weekend at Auchengillan Outdoor Centre, where Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will all
come together for a weekend of activities, adventure and celebrations marking 85
years of Scouting within the local community.

We would also like to thank all our volunteers, parents and carers whose continued
encouragement and commitment make opportunities like these possible for our young
people throughout the year.

Scouting relies entirely on volunteers, and we are always keen to welcome new adults
to the group, whether as a leader, occasional helper, or someone able to support
events and activities throughout the year. If you would be interested in getting involved
and helping support local young people through Scouting, we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Kind regards, Ryan Smith
Group Administrator, Section Team Member (Cubs & Scouts), 79th Glasgow Scout
Group



Brownies
What a fantastic end to the session we had!

On our second last night we presented 7 Gold Awards in front of the proud families.
This is the highest number of Gold Awards we’ve presented in one go and the
highest award achievable by a Brownie so there was great excitement that evening!

On our last evening we had surprise visitors- Hoots
Owls B

Very befitting visitors for a brownie unit and the girls
were absolutely over the moon! &

They listened very carefully to all the facts about owls
and asked very sensible questions. Most girls were
desperate to get a chance to wear the gauntlet and
hold an owl. We sent pictures home to each girl and
the feedback was amazing. The girls said it was the
most fabulous end to the brownie year!

| We said goodbye to 12 of our oldest brownies who
will be ten before we restart in September. They have
been an amazing group of Brownies and we are sad
to see them go!

Disappointingly we haven’t had any response from
our parents to the plea for volunteers to take over the
unit at the end of next session. We stepped in 25
years ago and still have our fingers crossed that

some volunteers will come forward and save our unit from closure &

We wish all our brownie families a wonderfully relaxing summer and look forward to
seeing our returnees in September

Lorna, Fiona, Karen, Lindsay, Kirsty and Olivia (the owls) &






FLOWER CALENDAR

A big thank you to those listed below who are
providing the flowers in the Church over the next four
months.

They are greatly appreciated by those in the Church
and those who receive them after the service on
Sunday.

If you would like to donate flowers for the chancel,
please contact Joan Black or add your name to the
calendar in the Church vestibule.

If you know of anyone who you think would
appreciate Church flowers, please speak

to Joan Black or any committee member.

The committee are at present -

Joan Black (Convener), Sheila McDonald (Treasurer), Sandra Fraser, Elizabeth

Purvis, Jenny Barr and Margaret Mclintyre.

June July
7t Tony Drysdale 5t Margo King
14t Pat Cluness 12th Ross and Lynn McGhee
21 Evelyn Graham 19th Grant Keyes
28th Ann Buchanan 26t Lynne Mitchell
August September
2nd Sheena Skelton 6t Irene Russell
gth Eileen Nichol 13th Irene Heffron
16t Evelyn Wallace 20t Ann Bruce
23 VACANT 27t Margaret Mathieson
3ot Catherine Carson




Villiamwood Parish Church
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SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 2026

Join us for our

Sunday 31°* May Sunday 21* June
Seco n d Scottish Saxphone Trio Alba
Quartet Soprano voice, cello & piano
Summer Concert Sunday 19° July Sunday 30° August
Chris Vettraino The Undici Project
o n Oboe & Piano 11-piece chamber orchestra
S n d Ssundays from 7-8pm / Tickets £5
u ay J 1 Wine and refreshements served in
1 the church halls after each event

215t of June
to hear

TRIO ALBA

CHURCH CONTACTS & INFORMATION

Session Clerk - Margaret Robertson Telephone: 07778148181
E-mail: margaretctrobertson@gmail.com
Website: www.new.williamwoodparish.church

Property: Forbes Barron 0141 638 7408
Treasurer: Grant Keyes 01355 220033

Safeguarding Contacts: News Bulletin: Evelyn Wallace
Carole Fergusson
Maureen McCulloch

Web Page: Editor: Joan Black Facebook: Lorna Barsanti

Sunday School: Media Team: David Liddell
Data Protection: David Liddell
Roll Keeper: David Liddell

Hall Lets: Fiona Gunning Director of Music: Richard Scholfield

Guild Contact Person: Evelyn Graham Flower Convener: Joan Black



http://www.new.williamwoodparish.church/

